
Understanding Carnal Christians 

 (1) In general terms, the carnal 

Christian is the Christian whose 

thinking and actions are prompted by 

the flesh. Conversely, the spiritual 

Christian is the saint whose attitudes, 

thinking, and actions are due to the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit.   



Understanding Carnal Christians 

 (2) Because the carnal Christian lives in 

accordance with the flesh, at times it 

may be hard to distinguish him from 

the unsaved, ònatural,ó man, who also 

thinks and walks according to the flesh  



Understanding Carnal Christians 

 (3) Carnal Christians are little babies 

who stay babies; they never grow up.   

 (4) Carnal Christians are òWimps in the 

Word.ó   

 (5) Carnal Christians are not those who 

think of themselves as carnal, but those 

who think of themselves as spiritual.   



1 Corinthians 3:1-4 (NIV)  

 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual 
but as worldlyñmere infants in Christ. I 
gave you milk, not solid food, for you were 
not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 
ready. You are still worldly. For since there 
is jealousy and quarreling among you, are 
you not worldly? Are you not acting like 
mere men? For when one says, "I follow 
Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are 
you not mere men?  



1 Corinthians 3:1-4  

(New International Readerõs Version) 

 Brothers and sisters, I couldn't speak to you as if 
you were guided by the Holy Spirit. I had to speak 
to you as if you were following the ways of the 
world. You aren't growing as Christ wants you to. 
You are still like babies. The words I spoke to you 
were like milk, not like solid food. You weren't 
ready for solid food yet. And you still aren't ready 
for it. You are still following the ways of the world. 
Some of you are jealous. Some of you argue. So 
aren't you following the ways of the world? Aren't 
you acting like ordinary human beings? One of you 
says, "I follow Paul." Another says, "I follow 
Apollos." Aren't you acting like ordinary human 
beings? 

 



Characteristics of A 

Carnal/Worldly Christian 
1. They are inclined to jealousy and strife (3:3) 

2. They have an incorrect view of leaders (3:4-
9a) 

a. leaders are over-emphasized.  

b. leaders are disregarded. 

3. They forget who is their owner (3:9b) 

4. They ignore the only sure foundation in 
their lives, Jesus Christ (3:11) 

a. They do not pay attention to the Word of God. 

b. They neglect the gospel. 

 


